
Topic Summary 
Business Trips in UK



Business Travel Trends - UK

• 18 million overnight business trips were made in the UK in 2009, 
down slightly on previous years.

• Although business trips tend to be shorter than travel for other with 
an average length of stay of 2.35 nights, spend relatively high, with 
each trip generating £242 on average.

• Business trips have a largely urban profile – just under 2/3 are 
made to large towns/cities and a further quarter are made to small 
town location.

• 72% of business trips include a stay in a hotel (vs. only 33% of all 
trips) – one of the reasons for the higher than average spend.

• While the car is the dominant form of transport, used on over 60% 
of trips, the train is more important for this trip type, used for 
nearly 1 in 5 business trips.



UK Business Travel Trends

Number of Trips 
(million)

19.2 18.7 18.2 18.0

107.1 104.8 99.5 108.1

0

50

100

2006 2007 2008 2009

Other

Business

Spend (£million)

4642 4450 4482 4336

1754616322 16787 16624

0

5000

10000

15000

20000

2006 2007 2008 2009

Other

Business

Number of Nights 
(million)

46.1 45 42.9 42.2

354.0 349.4 335.5 356.6

0

100

200

300

400

2006 2007 2008 2009

Other

Business

Average Spend per Trip 
(£)

£242£246£238£242

£0

£50

£100

£150

£200

£250

2006 2007 2008 2009

Average Spend per 
Night (£)

£103£104£99£101

£0

£20

£40

£60

£80

£100

2006 2007 2008 2009

Average length of Trip

2.352.362.412.40

0

1

2

3

2006 2007 2008 2009

Domestic Business Travel  UK 2006 - 2009



UK Business Trip 2009 Profile

Regional Profile
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